
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
What is a standards-based system? 
There are four essential components of a standards- 
based system: 
1. Academic Standards identify what students 

should know and be able to do at each grade 
level.  The Standards are considered essential to 
students’ success. 

2. Classroom instruction targets the Academic 
Standards. 

3. Multiple measures, such as assessments, 
observation, and conferencing, evaluate 
students’ progress and attainment of the 
Academic Standards.   

4. The Standards-based report card communicates 
students’ progress in meeting each of the 
Standards. 

 

How does standards based grading differ from 
traditional grading? 
Traditional grading uses averaging of student work as 
well as other characteristics, such as work habits, 
homework, and effort to assign a percentage or 
letter grade. Standards-based grading focuses solely 
on a student’s achievement of the Academic 
Standards. Instead of letter grades, a 3, 2, 1 reporting 
system will be used to monitor students’ progress on 
the grade level Academic Standards. Other 
characteristics will be reported separately under Keys 
to Success. 
 

How often will the report card be sent home? 
The Standards-based report card will be sent home 
three times, November, March, and June.  Academic 
Standards for the core subject areas of Mathematics, 
English Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies will 
be evaluated on each report card.  Special subject 
areas, Art, Computer, Music, and Physical Education, 
will be evaluated in March and June. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The report card is summative information about the 
level of proficiency of the Academic Standards and 
related Learning Targets taught each marking period.  
Therefore, the  evaluation for each marking period 
communicates students’ progress as compared to 
where we would expect them to be at that moment 
in time.  By the end of the year, students are 
expected to be “Meeting Academic Standards.” 
Teachers will use the following rating levels: 
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Often thought of as work and study habits, Keys for 
Success also are important for success in school.  
Teachers will use the following rating levels: 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
What are the advantages of standards-based 
grading? 
The purpose of standards-based grading is to raise 
student achievement by clearly communicating 
students’ progress toward the Academic Standards. 
Knowing where students are in their progress is 
crucial for planning and delivering classroom 
instruction.  Teachers teach to the needs of their 
students.  Standards-based grading encourages 
students’ engagement and responsibility in their 
learning.  Parents can see exactly what skills and 
knowledge their child has mastered and which need 
further development. 
Doug Reeves (101 Questions and Answers about 
Standards, Assessment, and Accountability, 2004) 
makes the point: The most important advantages  
for children and families are fairness, clarity, and 
improved learning. 
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 Student demonstrates consistent 
understanding of knowledge and 
skills taught during marking period; 
applies accurately and 
independently with little support 

  

 Student is making progress or 
demonstrates basic but 
inconsistent understanding of 
concepts and skills taught this 
marking period; some additional 
time, practice, and instruction 
needed 

  

 Student does not demonstrate 
understanding of concepts and 
skills taught this marking period; 
struggles even with support; 
requires extended time, practice, 
and instruction/ intervention 

  


